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A DORCHESTER  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  YOUNG 
MEN  — 1698. 


On  December  25,  1698,  there  was  formed  at  Dorchester  a “Society  of 
Young  Men  mutually  joining  together  in  the  Service  of  God.”  The  So- 
ciety apparently  had  no  distinctive  name,  and,  though  it  seems  to  have  ex- 
isted for  a century  and  a half,  there  appear  to  be  no  allusions  to  it  in  the 
histories  of  Dorchester.  There  are,  however,  three  sources  of  information 
in  regard  to  the  Society.  In  1779  there  was  printed  at  Boston,  “Early 
Piety  recommended.  A Sermon,  Preached  Lord’s-day  Evening,  February 
1st,  1778,  to  Two  Religious  Societies  of  Young  Men  in  Dorchester.  By 
Moses  Everett,  A.M.,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  that  Place.  Published  at 
the  Request  of  the  Societies  and  others.”  In  the  course  of  this  sermon 
Mr.  Everett  says : 

It  is  a happy  consideration,  ttiat  amidst  all  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  the 
ancient  religious  Societies  of  young  Men , are  upheld  among  us.  That  there  are 
still  so  many  who  are  willing  to  own  a regard  for  the  interests  of  religion, 
while  it  is  so  generally  disregarded  and  contemned  by  the  youth.  Such  socie- 
ties, are  indeed  worthy  a particular  share  in  the  affection  of  all  good  men. 
. . . They  are  honorable.  . . . They  are  greatly  ornamental  to  reli- 
gion . . . and  tend  much  to  the  advancement  of  its  dignity  and  interests 
(p.  24). 

These  words  are  of  too  general  a nature  to  be  of  much  value,  and  the 
fact,  as  stated  on  the  title-page,  that  this  sermon  was  preached  to  two  so- 
cieties, rather  intensifies  than  clears  up  our  ignorance.  But  in  1799  there 
was  printed  at  Charlestown  “A  Discourse,  Addressed  to  the  Religious  So- 
ciety of  Young  Men  in  Dorchester,  on  the  Termination  of  One  Hundred 
Years  from  the  Time  of  its  Establishment.  By  the  Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason 
Harris.”  The  Introduction  to  this  discourse  is  as  follows : 

o*  December  25,  1698,  a number  of  young  persons,  actuated  by  a love  for  re- 
ligion, and  a desire  to  assist  and  promote  each  other’s  advancement  in  the 
offices  of  piety,  agreed  upon  ‘ a private  weekly  meeting,  for  religious  exercise, 
and  the  good  improvement  of  the  evening  of  the  lord’s  day.’ 

About  eleven  years  after,  as  the  members  had  become  numerous,  and  it  was 
inconvenient  to  assemble  in  one  place,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  divide;  and 
one  branch  of  the  society  continued  to  meet  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  and 
the  other  in  the  north. 

The  society  is  composed  of  serious  and  well  disposed  youths,  who  continue 
members  till  they  form  family  connections,  or  leave  the  town.  There  is  no 
recollection  of  a single  instance  of  the  expulsion  of  an  individual  for  ill  conduct, 
or  of  any  one  having  desired  to  leave  the  society  from  dislike.  The  utmost 
harmony  and  fraternal  affection  have  prevailed  in  their  meetings  : and  the  insti- 
tution has  been  promotive  of  the  happiest  effects  in  encouraging  and  assisting 
youthful  piety  and  practical  godliness. 

That  a society  constituted  of  persons  whose  dispositions  and  principles  are 
apt  to  be  mutable,  and  easily  affected  and  estranged  by  the  dissipations  of  early 
life,  should  have  been  zealously  supported  through  a whole  century , is  a circum- 
stance which  must  forcibly  excite  our  admiration.  On  the  termination  of  this 
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period,  the  young  men  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  society  requested  that  a dis- 
course might  be  delivered  to  them  in  public,  to  commemorate  the  establishment 
of  the  Institution,  and  to  further  its  views.  In  compliance  with  this  request 
the  following  was  written  and  delivered,  and  to  gratify  the  society  it  is  now 
published  (pp.  3,  4).* 

Our  third  source  of  information  is  a manuscript  written  on  parchment 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Charles  J.  Means  of  Boston,  a son  of  the  late  Rev. 
James  H.  Means  of  Dorchester  — - the  successor  of  the  Rev.  John  Codman. 
This  parchment,  which  could  not  have  been  written  earlier  than  1707, 
contains  the  Articles  agreed  upon  December  25,  1698,  and  the  names  of 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  members,  many  of  them  autograph  signa- 
tures.f It  is  printed  at  the  end  of  this  paper. 

But  while  our  knowledge  of  this  particular  Society  is  meagre,  it  may 
not  be  without  interest  to  give  an  outline  of  the  causes  which  led  to  its 
inception,  especially  as  this  will  show  that  other  similar  societies  existed 
in  this  neighborhood  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  The  scandals,  both 
public  and  private,  which  characterized  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and 
James  II.  were  a cause  of  shame  to  many  Englishmen,  and  became  so  no- 
torious that  a reaction  set  in  after  the  Revolution.  In  1895  Miss  Mary 
Bateman  wrote : 

In  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  the  rise  of  a number  ©f  voluntary  associa- 
tions, with  moral,  religious,  or  philanthropic  aims,  expressed  the  widespread 
desire  for  social  reform.  It  is  true  that  in  1689,  as  in  1642,  social  reform  was 
not  made  a party  cry ; but  the  cordial  reception  given  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
especially  in  the  city  of  London,  was  partly  due  to  the  belief  that  the  social 
disorders  of  the  last  two  reigns  would  be  suppressed.  The  city  authorities 
combined  with  their  Whiggism  the  Puritan  horror  of  profanation  of  the  Sab- 
bath, cursing  and  drunkenness,  and  they  knew  that  they  had  William’s  sympa- 
thy in  these  matters.  The  first  sign  of  a change  in  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  given  in  a letter  sent  by  William  to  the  bishops,  1689,  ordering  them 
publicly  to  preach  against  the  keeping  of  courtezans,  swearing,  etc.,  and  to  put 
the  ecclesiastical  laws  in  execution  without  any  indulgence.  The  next  was 
given  in  a letter  of  Mary,  written  in  the  absence  of  the  king,  to  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  in  Middlesex,  July  9th,  1691,  which  recommended  the  execution  of 
the  laws  “against  profaning  the  Lord’s  Day,  drunkenness,  profane  swearing 
and  cursing,  and  all  other  lewd,  enormous,  and  disorderly  practices”  which 
had  universally  spread  themselves  by  the  neglect  and  connivance  of  the  magis- 
trates. Any  officer  of  justice  guilty  of  these  offences  or  negligent  in  punishing 
them  was  to  be  punished  himself  as  an  example. 

On  the  whole,  however,  it  was  not  through  Court  influence  that  progress  was 
made  in  the  reform  of  manners.  It  was  from  the  people,  not  from  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  movement  of  social  reform  came.  The  work  which  Cromwell 
had  given  to  his  major-generals  was  now  taken  up  by  voluntary  associations. 
The  title  “ Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Manners”  was  first  used  in  1692, | 

* In  an  Appendix  (pp.  19-24),  Mr.  Harris  says  that  “An  account  of  the  societies  of 
young  men  in  England,  with  rules  and  directions  for  their  use,  may  be  found  in  Bax- 
ter’s Practical  Works,  Yol.  iv;  ’’  quotes  some  rules  for  such  a society  from  A Help  to 
National  Reformation  ; and  gives  some  extracts  from  “ a little  book,  published  about 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  entitled  ‘ Private  meetings  animated  and  regu- 
lated,’ . . . which  may  serve  to  shew  the  original  plan  and  design  of  such  institu- 

tions.” The  last  I have  not  seen.  My  attention  was  called  by  Mr.  William  P.  Green- 
law to  the  two  sermons  quoted  in  the  text.  Copies  of  both,  owned  by  the  Dorchester 
Antiquarian  and  Historical  Society,  are  deposited  in  the  library  of  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  and  are  bound  in  Volume  viii  of  a series  labelled  “ His- 
torical Discourses,  Dorchester.” 

t I am  indebted  to  Mr.  William  B.  Trask,  to  Mr.  Henry  E.  Woods,  and  to  Mr. 
Henry  H.  Edes,  for  aid  in  deciphering  some  of  the  names  on  the  parchment. 

X For  this  statement,  Miss  Bateman  refers  to  Coke’s  Detection  (iii.66)  and  Wilson’s 
De  Foe  (i.  279).  But  neither  Coke  nor  Wilson  says  that  the  ftV/e  was  used  in  1692: 
merely  that  the  Societies  arose  in  or  about  that  year.  The  earliest  use  of  that  exact 
title  I have  found  is  in  a pamphlet  called  Proposals  for  a National  Reformation  of 
Manners , Numbly  offered  to  the  Consideration  of  our  Magistrates  # Clergy.  To  which  is 
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when  flve  or  six  private  gentlemen  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  the  help  of 
the  Queen,  banded  themselves  together  to  inform  against  all  persons  who  broke 
the  penal  laws.  To  prevent  the  charge  of  covetousness,  the  societies  paid  over 
the  lines  to  charities,  and  took  a subscription  from  their  members  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  prosecutions.  In  1698  the  societies  received  a stimulus  from  a 
proclamation  against  vice  and  impiety  in  all  classes  issued  by  William  III.  The 
spread  of  vice  was  ascribed  to  the  magistrates’  neglect  to  enforce  the  laws,  and 
the  judges  of  assize  and  justices  of  the  peace  were  ordered  to  read  the  procla- 
mation before  giving  the  charge,  and  all  ministers  of  religion  were  to  read  it 
four  times  a year  after  divine  service.* 

Most  of  the  societies  organized  late  in  the  seventeenth  century  had  for 
their  object  the  suppression  of  immoralities  of  various  kinds  and  the  prose- 
cution of  the  offenders.  After  enumerating  the  duties  of  about  a dozen 
of  these,  the  writer  of  a pamphlet  published  in  London  in  1G99  goes  on 
to  say : 

Besides  those  above-mentioned,  there  are  about  Nine  and  Thirty  Religions 
Societies  of  another  kind,  in  and  about  London  and  Westminster,  which  are 
propagated  into  other  Parts  of  the  Nation;  as  Nottingham,  Gloucester,  &c.,  and 
even  into  Ireland,  where  they  have  been  for  some  Months  since  spreading  in 
divers  Towns  and  Cities  of  that  Kingdom ; as  Kilkenny,  Drogheda,  Monmouth, 
&c.  especially  in  Dublin,  where  there  are  about  Ten  of  these  Societies,  which  are 
promoted  by  the  Bishops,  and  inferior  Clergy  there.  These  Persons  meet  often 
to  Pray,  Sing  Psalms , and  Read  the  Holy  Scriptures  together,  and  to  Reprove, 
Exhort , and  Edifie  one  another  by  their  Religious  Conferences.  They  moreover 
carry  on  at  their  Meetings,  Designs  of  Charity,  of  different  kinds;  such  as 
Relieving  the  Wants  of  Poor  House-keepers,  maintaining  their  Children  at  School, 
setting  of  Prisoners  at  Liberty,  supporting  of  Lectures  and  daily  Prayers  in  our 
Churches.  These  are  the  SOCIETIES  which  our  late  Gracious  Queen,  as  the 
Learned  Bishop  that  hath  writ  her  LIFE  tells  us, f took  so  great  Satisfaction  in, 

added , I.  The  Instrument  for  Reformation.  II.  An  Account  of  several  Murders,  8$c.  and 
particularly  A Bloody  Slaughter-House  discover'd  in  Rosemary-lane , by  some  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Reformation,  ...  As  also  The  Black  Roll,  Containing  the  Names  and 
Crimes  of  several  hundred  Persons,  ivho  have  been  prosecuted  by  the  Society,  London, 
1694.  This  was  licensed  February  12,  1693-4,  and  was  “ Published  by  the  Society  for 
Reformation.”  To  the  sermons  preached  before  the  Societies,  there  was  frequently 
added  an  “Account  [for  the  preceding  year]  of  the  Progress  made  in  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Wesminster,  and  Places  adjacent,  by  the  Societies  for  Promoting  Refor- 
mation of  Manners.”  The  first  of  these  accounts  was  the  “ Black  Roll  ” printed  in  the 
above  pamphlet  of  1692.  Later  they  appeared  as  broadsides  under  the  title  of  Black  List, 
and  in  the  British  Museum  are  copies  of  the  Sixth  (1701),  the  Eighth  (1703),  the  Tenth 
(1705),  the  Thirteenth  (1708),  the  Fourteenth  (1709),  and  the  Fifteenth  (1710).  From 
them  it  seems  probable  that  the  Societies  were  officially  organized  in  1694,  and  pre- 
sumably their  title  dates  from  that  year. 

The  earliest  allusion  I have  found  to  the  originators  of  the  Societies  is  in  a pamphlet 
entitled  A Vindication  of  an  Undertaking  of  Certain  Gentlemen,  In  Order  to  the  Sup- 
pressing of  Debauchery  and  Profaneness,  printed  in  London  in  1692,  of  which  there  is 
a copy  in  the  Boston  Athenaeum.  Though  published  anonymously,  it  was  written  by 
Edward  Fowler,  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  who  says  : 

“ But  to  come  to  the  Business  of  these  Papers  : Certain  pious  Gentlemen,  all  of  the 
Church  of  England,  laying  greatly  to  heart  these  things,  resolved  to  make  Tryal, 
whether  any  thing  could  be  done  towards  giving  a Check  to  Debauchery  and  Pro- 
faneness ; and  joyntly  agreed  upon  this  following  Method  for  the  Reforming  of  Offen- 
ders in  those  Two  most  scandalous  Instances,  by  due  Course  of  Law”  (p.  6). 

The  title  later  used  is  not  found  in  this  pamphlet,  but  in  the  Preface  the  author 
asks  : “ But  how  can  Zeal  for  so  good  a thing  as  Reformation  of  our  Manners , be  ever  Ill- 
timed  ? ” (p.  iv.)  There  are  in  the  British  Museum  two  copies  of  this  pamphlet,  one 
with  the  title  as  given  above,  the  other  entitled  A Vindication  Of  a Late  Undertaking 
of  Certain  Gentlemen,  &c.,  London,  1692. 

* In  H.  D.  Traill’s  Social  England  (1895),  iv.  592,  593.  See  also  Sir  W.  Besant,  Lon- 
don in  the  Time  of  the  Stuarts  (1903),  pp.  355-358;  Besant,  London  in  the  Eighteenth 
Century  (1903),  p.  158;  R.  Coke,  A Detection  of  the  Court  and  State  of  England  (1719), 
iii,  66 ; J.  P.  Malcolm,  Anecdotes  of  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  London  from  the 
Roman  Invasion  to  the  Year  1700  (1811),  pp.  182-185;  J.  P.  Malcolm,  Anecdotes  of  the 
Manners  and  Customs  of  London  during  the  Eighteenth  Century  (1810),  i.  93-96;  W. 
Wilson,  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Times  of  De  Foe  (1830),  i.  286-302,  ii.  84-90. 

f Gilbert  Burnet’s  Essay  on  the  Memory  of  the  late  Queen , published  in  1695.  There 
is  a copy  in  the  Harvard  College  Library. 
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that  She  inquired  often  and  much  about  them,  and  was  glad  they  went  on  and 
prevailed  ; which,  thanks  be  to  GOD,  they  continue  to  do ; as  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Woodward,  who  hath  obliged  the  World  with  a very  particular  Account  of  the 
Bise  and  Progress  of  them,  hath  lately  acquainted  us.*  And  these  likewise  are 
SOCIETIES  that  have  proved  so  exceedingly  Serviceable  in  the  Work  of  RE- 
FORMATION, that  they  may  be  reckoned  a chief  Support  to  it,  as  our  late  Great 
Primate  Arch-Bishop  Tillotson  declar’d,  upon  several  Occasions,  after  he  had 
examined  their  Orders,  and  inquired  into  their  Lives , That  he  thought  they  were 
to  the  Church  of  England .f 

That  a movement  which  met  with  such  an  impetus  in  England  should 
have  extended  its  influence  to  the  American  colonies,  is  what  one  would 
naturally  expect.  In  a pamphlet  published  in  London  in  1705,  we  read : 

A Reverend  Divine,  who  hath  been  lately  in  our  Northern  Plantation  in  Amer- 
ica, by  the  Encouragement  of  divers  of  our  Bishops,  for  the  Propagation  of 
Christianity  there,  order’d  a whole  Impression  of  the  Account  of  the  Societies\ 

* The  Rev.  Josiah  Woodward  preached  a sermon  before  the  Societies  on  December 
28,  1696.  There  is  a copy  in  the  Harvard  College  Library.  In  the  Epistle  Prefatory 
we  read : 

“ And  therefore  it  cannot  but  be  matter  of  great  Joy  to  all  good  People  to  hear  of  your 
successful  Progress  in  this  your  pious  Enterprize.  What  exalted  Praises  will  they  offer 
to  Goa,  when  they  hear  of  your  Order,  Courage , and  Unanimity  hi  a Work  of  such  abso- 
lute Necessity  ; and  when  they  understand  that  Thousands  have  been  brought  by  your 
means  to  legal  Punishment,  for  their  abominable  Enormities  ; and  that  Multitudes  of  scan- 
dalous Houses  . . . have  been  suppress'd  by  you  ; and  that  public  Vice  and  Profane- 

ness is  manifestly  check'd,  and  in  a way  to  be  rooted  out  by  your  exemplary  Diligence, 
Zeal,  and  Expence  in  this  great  Undertaking  ? As  it  is  more  particularly  related  in  an 
Account  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Religious  Societies  of  Young  Men,  lately  pub- 
lished " (pp.  vii.  viii). 

The  title  of  Woodward’s  pamphlet  is,  An  Account  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the 
Religious  Societies  in  the  City  of  London,  8$c.  And  of  the  Endeavours  for  Reformation 
of  Manners  Which  have  been  made  therein.  No  copy  of  the  first  edition  is  known  to  me, 
but  according  to  Arber’s  Term  Catalogues  (ii.  600)  it  was  published  in  November,  1696, 
under  the  title  of  An  Earnest  Admonition  to  All ; but  especially  to  Young  Persons,  to 
turn  to  God  by  speedy  repentance  and  reformation.  Being  the  substance  of  six  Sermons. 

. . . To  which  is  added,  An  Account  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Religious  So- 

cieties of  Young  Men,  and  of  the  Societies  for  Reformation.  In  the  British  Museum  are 
copies  of  the  second  (1698),  the  third  (1701),  and  the  fourth  (1712)  editions.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts,  pertinent  to  our  subject,  are  taken  from  the  second  edition: 

“IT  is  now  about  twenty  years  ago,  that  several  young  Men  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster , were  about  the  same  time  touched  with 
a very  affecting  sense  of  their  Sins,  and  began  to  apply  themselves,  in  a very  serious 
manner,  to  Religious  Thoughts  and  Purposes  " (p.  3). 

“ INSOMUCH,  that  there  are  now  near  twenty  Societies  of  various  Qualities  and  Func- 
tions, formed  in  a Subordination  and  Correspondency  one  with  another,  and  engaged 
in  this  Christian  Design  in  and  about  this  City  and  Suburbs  : All  which  have  their  set 
Hours  and  Places  of  meeting,  to  direct,  support,  and  execute  this  their  undertaking. 

“ IN  this  Number  of  Societies  for  Reformation  here  given,  I do  not  include  any  of  the 
thirty  two  Religious  Societies  before  mentioned.  For  tho  they  all  agree  in  the  love  of 
Virtue,  and  dislike  of  Vice,  yet  their  first  and  more  direct  Design  of  Association  seems 
to  be  distinguish’d  thus.  In  that  the  Societies  for  Reformation  bent  their  utmost  En- 
deavours from  the  first  to  suppress publick  Vice  ; whilst  the  Religious  Societies  endeav- 
our’d chiefly  to  promote  Religion  in  their  own  Breasts,  tho  they  have  since  been  emi- 
nently instrumental  in  the  Publick  Reformation  ” (pp.  83,  84). 

t An  Account  of  the  Societies  for  Reformation  of  Manners,  in  London  and  Westmin- 
ster, And  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  London,  1699,  pp.  15,  16.  In  the  British  Museum 
Catalogue  and  elsewhere  this  pamphlet,  of  which  two  editions  appeared  in  1699,  is  at- 
tributed to  Woodward:  but  the  allusion  to  Woodward  quoted  in  the  text  shows  that 
he  could  not  have  been  its  author.  There  is  a copy  of  the  pamphlet  in  the  Boston 
Athenaeum  and  in  the  Harvard  College  Library.  In  a sermon  preached  before  the 
Societies  on  June  27,  1698,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jekill  referred  in  the  Epistle  Dedicatory 
to  “ the  several  Accounts  that  have  been  given  of  your  Affairs  in  Print ; first  by  the  Right 
Reverend  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  and  since  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Woodward,  and  some 
others."  The  first  allusion  is  of  course  to  Edward  Fowler’s  Vindication  (1692),  al- 
ready quoted  in  a note  on  page  5,  while  the  second  allusion  is  to  the  pamphlet  by 
Woodward  mentioned  in  the  last  note. 

I Presumably  the  Account  published  in  1699.  There  are  in  the  British  Museum  a 
pamphlet  published  in  London  about  1700  called  A Short  Account  of  the  Several  Kinds 
of  Societies,  set  up  of  late  Years,  for  the  promoting  of  God's  Worship,  for  the  Reforma- 
tion of  Manners,  etc. ; and  a pamphlet  published  at  Edinburgh  in  1700  by  Sir  Francis 


7 


to  be  Printed  off,  and  sent  thither,  for  the  promoting  a Reformation,  by  these 
Methods,  in  those  Parts  of  the  World.  And  this  Reverend  Person  the  last 
Month  told  me,  that  he  thinks  they  have  since  made  a more  remarkable  Refor- 
mation there,  than  in  either  of  Her  Majesty’s  Kingdoms.* 

Some  contemporary  letters  written  by  an  unknown  New  Englander  are 
fortunately  preserved.  In  the  pamphlet  which  has  just  been  cited  will  be 
found  the  following  extracts : 

From  New  England  we  are  told,  That  great  Care  hath  been  there  taken  of 
late  for  the  Punishment  of  Vice  and  Prophaneness  by  the  Methods  that  are  here 
us’d ; and  a Gentleman  in  that  Country,  in  his  Letter  bearing  date  April  10.  1702. 
informs  us,  That  several  Societies  are  formed  in  Boston,  and  he  thinks  that  in 
a little  time  he  shall  acquaint  us  of  others  set  up  in  other  Parts  of  that 
Country. t 

A Gentleman  in  New-England,  in  a Letter  dated  October  8.  1704.  writes  to 
his  Correspondent  in  London  in  the  following  Words : The  Societies  lately 
erected  for  the  Service  of  Religion  in  London,  and  in  some  other  Parts  of  Europe, 
have  by  their  laudable  Example  had  an  Influence  upon  a Country  as  far  distant 
from  them  as  New-England  in  America.  And  we  thought  it  might  be  some  Satis- 
faction to  you  and  other  good  Men  with  you,  to  have  a summary  Account  of  the 
Good  which  is  daily  doing  among  us,  in  Imitation  of  the  Example  that  you  have  given 
us.  We  shall  accordingly  inform  you,  that  a Number  of  Gentlemen  who  make  the 
best  Figure  in  this  Place,  did  a few  Months  ago  establish  a voluntary  Conversa- 
tion once  in  a Fortnight.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  for  Propagation  of  Re- 
ligion have  already  had  a sensible  Blessing  of  God  upon  their  Consultations  and 
Undertakings.  They  have  sent  into  every  Town  of  the  Provinces  Treatises  to  ani- 
mate the  Observation  of  the  Lord’s  Day.  They  have  conveyed  unto  such  People 
among  our  selves  as  frequently  and  prophanely  absent  themselves  from  the  Publick 
Worship  of  God,  a Sheet  of  Considerations  to  reclaim  them  from  that  Prophanity. 
They  compiled  and  emitted  an  Abstract  of  Laws  against  all  punishable  Wicked- 
ness, and  armed  the  Officers  in  the  several  Parts  of  the  Province  therewithal.  They 
are  now  endeavouring  to  introduce  more  Religion  into  our  Sea-faring  Tribe , and 
Season  our  Vessels  with  better  Orders  than  have  been  generally  practised.  These 
are  but  some  of  the  good  Things  which  they  have  done  in  a very  little  while.  We 
shall  supersede  the  mention  of  the  rest,  with  one  comprehensive  Service  they  pro^ 
duced  in  Boston,  our  chief  Town,  a Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Disorders ; 
many  good  Offices  have  been  done  for  the  Town  in  a little  while  by  that  Society ; 
they  Panted  a Sheet  of  Methods  and  Motives  for  such  Societies ; the  Sheet  they 
scattered  throughout  these  Colonies.  In  many  Towns  they  have  erected  such  Socie- 
ties, and  conformed  unto  the  Advice  that  have  been  set  before  them.  In  these  Towns 
the  Ministers  and  the  Societies,  with  which  they  have  accomodated  themselves,  to  be 
admirable  Engines  for  the  maintaining  and  promoting  all  good  Order  among  their 
People.  We  receive  Letters  from  divers  Quarters  wherein  they  do  even  with  some 
Rapture  give  Thanks  to  God  for  the  Advantage  they  have  already  received  by  these 
Societies.  They  generally  carry  on  their  Design  with  Prudence  and  Silence,  and 
great  Modesty,  but  with  wondrous  Efficacy.  We  confess  we  owe  unto  you  the  Rela- 
tion, because  we  are  beholding  to  you  for  the  Example  that  hath  been  followed  in 
our  feeble  Essays  to  do  what  we  can  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Greatest  Interest. 
May  the  God  of  all  Grace  prosper  all  your  and  our  Essays  thus  to  do  what  Good 
we  can.\ 

In  another  pamphlet,  published  in  London  in  1706,  we  get  a few  more 
letters  written  by  the  same  person.  Some  extracts  follow. 

A Reverend  Divine  of  New-England  in  his  Letter  dated  from  Boston  the  23d 
of  November  1705,  says  thus : Sir,  It  was  but  Yesterday  that  your  letter  to  our 
worthy  Friend  Mr. arrived ; however,  we  were  not  willing  to  miss  this  Op- 

Grant  Lord  Cullen,  entitled  A Brief  Account,  of  the  Nature,  Rise,  and  Progress  of  the 
Societies,  for  Reformation  of  Manners,  & jc.,  in  England  and  Ireland : with  a Preface 
Exhorting  to  the-  Use  of  such  Societies  in  Scotland. 

* An  Account  of  the  Progress  of  the  Reformation  of  Manners,  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  And  other  Parts  of  Europe  and  America,  thirteenth  edition,  London, 
1705,  p,  4.  There  is  a copy  of  this  pamphlet  in  the  Harvard  College  Library. 

t Ibid.  p.  9. 

X Ibid.  pp.  11,  12. 
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portunity  of  returning  you  our  hearty  Thanks  for  your  grateful  Communications, 
and  of  letting  you  know,  that  we  take  every  Opportunity  of  returning  greatest 
Thanks  to  the  God  of  Heaven,  for  disposing  and  assisting  so  many  (as  we  perceive 
by  your  Letters ) unto  such  noble  Methods  of  being  Serviceable. 

And  because  you  may  expect  something  of  that  also,  we  will  go  on  where  we  left 
off  in  the  Account  we  formerly  gave  you  of  our  Proceedings  in  those  best  Intentions, 
the  Reformation  of  Manners,  and  the  Propagating  of  Christian  Knowledge  and 
Goodness. 

Our  Societies  for  the  suppression  of  Disorders,  increase  and  prosper  in  this  Town; 
there  are  two  more  such  Societies  added  unto  the  former ; There  are  also  Religious 
Societies  without  Number  in  this  Country  that  meet  at  proper  Times,  to  pray  to- 
gether, and  repeat  Sermons,  and  forward  one  another  in  the  Fear  of  God. 

In  some  Towns  of  this  Country,  the  Ministers  who  furnish  themselves  with  a 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Disorders,  hardly  find  any  notorious  Disorders  to  be 
suppressed ; but  then  their  Societies  arc  helpful  unto  them  in  doing  abundance  of 
Good  for  the  Advancement  of  serious  Religion  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  to  make 
their  Ministry  much  more  Profitable  in  the  Weekly  Exercise  of  it.* 

Lastly,  a Gentleman  writes  from  New-England,  in  his  Letter  of  the  20th  of 
November  1705.  To  gratifie  your  Desires  to  know  what  Progress  we  make  here 
in  our  Societies,  I make  bold  to  add  a Line  or  two  to  certify,  That  in  Boston  the 
Societies  for  suppressing  Disorders  (of  which  mention  was  made  in  my  former  Let- 
ters') are  upheld,  and  two  other  Societies  of  the  same  Nature  erected.  All  which 
are  spirited  to  be  active , according  to  their  Abilities  and  Influence,  to  promote  Vir- 
tue, and  discountenance  and  suppress  Vice.  And  not  only  in  Boston  are  such 
good  Things  done,  and  doing,  but  in  many  Places  in  the  Province  besides.  Omit- 
ting many  other  things  that  might  be  enumerated  as  to  other  Places,  1 shall  sum 
up  in  short,  an  Account  of  what  hath  been  done  in  a Town  called  Taunton,  through 

the  rich  Mercy  of  God:  The  Reverend  Mr. ,f  Minister  there,  having  seen 

some  Printed  Accounts  of  the  Methods  for  Reformation  in  Old  England,  in  imita- 
tion thereof  (after  earnest  Prayers  to  God  for  Success)  obtained  of  several  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Place  (that  were  noted  for  Sobriety  and  Zeal  against  Sin)  to  meet  with 
him  once  in  each  Month,  to  consult  what  might  be  done  to  promote  a Reformation 
of  Disorders  there.  And  after  a Day  improved  in  Fasting  and  Prayer  together, 
they  first  attempted  to  reduce  the  Heads  of  Families  to  set  up  Family  Worship  ; 
and  God  gave  them  great  Success  ; So  that  most  of  the  Families  in  the  large  Towns 
hearkened  to  their  Exhortations  and  Reproofs  ; and  set  upon  the  Practice  of  Family 
Prayer  Morning  and  Evening ; every  day  having  heard  and  read  some  Accounts  of 
the  Religious  Societies  of  Young  Men  in  London,  they  were  encouraged  to  endeavour 
the  like  among  them.  And  beyond  their  Expectation  (God  working  with  them) 
prevailed  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  Youth  to  form  themselves  into  Societies  for 
Religious  Exercises,  signing  some  good  Rides  to  be  observed  by  them  therein,  much 
like  the  Orders  of  the  Societies  of  the  Young  Men  in  London,  The  good  Effect 
whereof  was  the  putting  an  End  to  and  utter  Banishment  of  their  former  disorderly 
and  profane  Meetings  to  Drink,  &c.  and  to  the  great  Grief  of  Godly  Minds. 

There  is  also  something  done  in  the  Town  (and  in  some  others ) towards  the 
founding  of  a School,  by  getting  Lands  granted  and  laid  out  by  the  Inhabitants 
for  the  particular  Design  of  upholding  a School.  And  whereas  some  Prints  from 
Old-England  certify  us,  That  the  Inferior  Clergy  are  advised  to  meet  together  often, 
and  consult  how  to  promote  Reformation.^  In  like  manner  some  Essays  are 
made,  that  Neighbouring  Ministers  in  this  Province  might  uphold  some  stated 
Meetings,  to  consider  of  what  they  may  do  for  the  same  End. 

Now,  Sir,  our  Imitation  of  the  pious  Zeal  of  godly  Men  in  Old-England,  is  a 
sufficient  Testimony  of  our  Approbation  of  what  is  doing  there.  And  blessed  be 
God  that  there  is  a great  Number  in  this  Province,  who  daily  pray  to  God  for  the 

* A Help  to  a National  Reformation.  Containing  an  Abstract  of  the  Penal-Laws 
against  Prophaneness  and  Vice.  . . . To  which  is  added,  An  Account  of  the  Progress 

of  the  Reformation  of  Manners  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  the  World. 
Fifth  edition,  London,  1706,  pp.  13,  14.  There  is  a copy  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
There  is  in  the  British  Museum  a copy  of  the  first  edition,  printed  in  1700. 

fThe  pamphlet  from  which  this  is  taken  formerly  belonged  to  the  New  England 
Library  collected  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince  and  now  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
It  contains  notes  in  the  handwriting  of  Prince  himself,  and  at  the  bottom  of  p.  15  is 
written : “ [*  i e ye  Rev  mr  Samuel  Dan  forth] .” 

X Cf.  p.  5,  ante. 
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Prosperity  of  Old-England : And  especially  that  Religion  in  the  Power  and  Life 
of  it  may  Flourish  there.* 

These  letters  and  extracts  give  us  an  interesting  glimpse  into  the  moral 
and  social  life  of  New  England  two  centuries  ago.  For  half  a century  or 
more  the  English  Societies  continued  their  activities. f How  long  the 
movement  lasted  in  New  England  is  not  known  to  the  present  writer,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  facts  now  given  will  lead  to  further  discoveries  in  the 
same  direction.  In  1895  the  Rev.  Francis  E.  Clark  wrote: 

But  the  most  remarkable  example  of  Endeavorers  before  the  Endeavor  Society 
is  found  in  a short-lived  movement  which  began  nearly  two  centuries  ago  in 
the  churches  of  Massachusetts.^ 

Mr.  Clark  then  goes  on  to  describe  and  to  quote  from  a pamphlet  printed 
by  Cotton  Mather  at  Boston  in  1724  and  entitled,  “Religious  Societies. 
Proposals  For  the  Revival  of  Dying  Religion,  By  Well-Ordered  Societies 
For  that  Purpose.  With  a brief  Discourse,  Offered  unto  a Religious  So- 
ciety, on  the  First  Day  of  their  Meeting,”  Mather  makes  a passing 
allusion  to  the  societies  which  have  been  considered  in  this  paper,  but  does 
not  add  to  our  information.  The  societies  to  which  attention  has  been 
called  existed  a quarter  of  a century  or  so  before  the  appearance  of  Ma- 
ther’s pamphlet,  and  it  is  clear  that  the  evolution  of  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  is  to  be  traced  to  them  rather  than  to  Mather’s  pamphlet. 

The  document  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper  follows. 

Articles  covenanted  and  agreed  upon  this  25th  day  of  December  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord  God  one  Thoufand  fix  Hundred  and  ninety  eight,  between  us  who 
are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  being  a Society  of  Young  Men  mutually  joining  to- 
gether in  the  Service  of  God,  in  the  11th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  fovereign  Lord 
William  the  third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c. 

Whereas  the  eternal  Jehovah  hath  in  his  free  Love  made  Man  a reafonable 
and  rational  Creature,  and  hath  given  to  us  a Law  to  regulate  and  order  our 
Lives  by,  It  fhould  be  the  great  Care  and  Concernment  of  all  Men  in  general, 
and  of  thof q that  live  under  the  Light,  Power,  Means  and  Gospel  of  an  almighty 
and  alsufficient  Saviour,  in  a very  singular  and  particular  Manner,  for  to  walk 
and  order  their  Lives  and  Converfations  according  to  their  Faith  and  Belief,  as 
the  holy  Spirit  of  God  in  his  holy  Word  fhall  guide  and  direct  in  fuch  Ways, 
Means,  Methods,  and  Inftitutions,  as  may  increafe  their  Love  to,  and  Faith, 
and  Hope,  and  Truft  in  God,  and  prove  beneficial  unto  their  own  precious  and 

* A Help  to  a National  Reformation , pp.  14-16. 

t Some  of  those  who  preached  to  the  Societies  were  Dissenters,  but  most  of  them 
were  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  sermons  were  at  first  quarterly,  but  later  became 
annual.  The  libraries  of  Boston  and  Cambridge  contain  the  following  sermons : 
Josiah  Woodward  (1696),  Lilly  Butler  (1697),  John  Woodhouse  (1697),  John  Russell 
(1697),  Samuel  Bradford  (1697),  Samuel  Wesley  (1698),  William  Hayley  (1698),  Edward 
Fowler  (1699),  Gilbert  Burnet  (1700),  St.  George  Ashe  (1717),  Edward  Gibson  (1724), 
Edward  Chandler  (1725),  Thomas  Green  (1727),  Richard  Smalbroke  (1728),  Thomas 
Leavesley  (1730),  Francis  Hare  (1731),  James  Knight  (1733),  Arthur  Bedford  (1734), 
Edward  Cobden  (1736),  Samuel  Smith  (1739).  The  British  Museum  contains  some  of 
the  above  sermons  and  also  the  following:  William  Bisset  (1704),  Samuel  Wright 
(1715),  John  Leng  (1718),  Moses  Lowman  (1720),  William  Butler  (1722),  John  Wynne 
(1726),  Robert  Drew  (1735),  Samuel  Say  (1736),  William  Simpson  (1738),  Samuel 
Chandler  (1738).  There  is  also  in  the  British  Museum  A Sermon  Preached  before  the 
Former  Societies  for  Reformation  of  Manners  : To  which  is  added , An  Abridgment  of  the 
forty-second  Account  of  their  Progress  made  in  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster , 
and  Places  adjacent,  for  promoting  a Reformation  of  Manners.  Whereunto  is  subjoined, 
A Declaration  from  the  present  society,  London,  1760.  This  pamphlet  ends  as  follows  : 
“ Justice  Hall  in  the  Old  Bailey  April  the  21st  1760.  where  the  Society  meet  every 
Monday  Evening  at  6 o’clock.  FINIS”  (p.  36).  Finally,  several  other  pamphlets 
relating  to  the  Societies  will  be  found  in  the  British  Museum. 

X World  Wide  Endeavor,  p.  43.  My  attention  was  called  to  this  passage  and  to 
Mather’s  tract  by  the  Rev.  William  H.  Cobb,  librarian  of  the  Congregational  Library, 
which  owns  a copy  of  the  tract. 
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immortal  Souls,  as  well  as  Joy  and  Comfort  unto  all  the  Godly : and  an  example 
unto  all  ungodly  Sinners.  And  fince  that  the  blefsed  and  eternal  God  hath  de- 
clared in  his  holy  Word  that  he  defires  not  the  Death  of  Sinners ; and  that 
where  but  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  His  Name,  that  there  he  will  be 
in  the  midft  of  them  and  blef s them ; and  that  he  loves  them  that  love  him  and 
they  that  seek  him  early  f hall  find  him  : and  fince  that  God  has  appeared  and  made 
known  his  Spirit  and  Power  wonderfully  upon  the  enlivening,  enlightening, 
comforting,  converting  and  confirming  fundry,  in  the  former  and  prefent  Gene- 
ration, and  make  them  great  Blefsings  unto  his  Church  and  People,  by  and 
through  the  Means  of  godly  and  pious  Societies  and  Converfations.  We  fol- 
lowing their  Example,  and  trufting  alone  for  Help  and  Afsistance  from  God ; 
do  jointly  and  feverally  content  and  agree  unto  thefe  Articles  following,  viz, 
I)  First,  That  upon  every  Sabbath  Day  Evening,  as  many  of  us  as  are  well, 
and  in  Health ; except  that  fome  unavoidable  Accident  happen,  will  come  at  the 
Place  and  Time  appointed  for  the  carrying  on  of  our  Exercife;  and  continue 
two  Hours,  or  thereabouts  in  our  Service.  II)  Secondly.  That  when  we  are 
met  together,  our  Service  is  to  begin,  first,  with  Prayer ; Secondly,  a Psalm  to 
be  fung  at  the  Appointment  of  him  that  first  began  the  Exercife.  Thirdly,  if 
the  Time  be  not  far  fpent  a godly  sermon  is  to  be  read.  Lastly,  We  will  con- 
clude with  Prayer. — In  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  and  Saviour  one  Thoufand  feven 
Hundred  and  feven.  January  the  25th.  It  was  agreed  upon  by  the  whole  So- 
ciety, that  they  would  meet  once  in  a Month  a Thursday  Night : and  the  Exer- 
cife to  be  carried  on  in  Prayer ; and  a Psalm  to  be  fung  at  laft. — And  alf o it 
was  agreed  upon,  that  if  any  Perfon  belonging  unto  our  Society  doth  not  attend 
■at  the  Place  appointed  for  the  carrying  on  of  our  Exercife,  he  is  to  declare  his 
Reafon  for  the  same.  Ill)  Thirdly,  All  fhall  equally  take  their  Turns  in 
carrying  on  the  Exercife  as  their  Names  are  annexed;  and  that  if  any  one  de- 
fires to  be  excufed,  he  fhall  get  another  of  the  Society  to  take  his  Turn  in 
carrying  on  of  the  Exercife,  and  it  fhall  be  reputed  and  reckoned,  that  he  who 
of  right  fhould  have  done  it,  hath  taken  his  Turn.  IV)  Fourthly.  That  what- 
foever  Slips  or  Mif takes  happen  from  any  perfon,  while  in  Prayer,  or  any 
other  Exercife,  there  fhall  be  nothing  faid,  nor  any  Motions  made,  that  may 
anyways  impofe  upon,  or  make  the  Perfon  an  Object  of  Laughter;  but  all  are 
in  Love  and  Friendfhip  to  bear  with  the  Miftakes  one  of  another : for  no  man 
is  able  to  ftand  upon  his  own  Strength,  and  God  may  let  the  ablest  fall  into 
grofse  Errors.  V)  Fifthly.  No  Perfon  belonging  unto  our  Society,  fhall  at 
any  Time,  make  known  unto  any  others,  any  of  the  Slips  or  Miftakes  of  any 
of  the  Society,  but  all  our  Actions  fhall  be  kept  fecret  unto  ourfelves,  least 
through  the  Subtilty  of  Satan  much  Mif  chief  be  incurred  thereby.  VI)  Sixthly. 
No  fcandalous  Perfon  fhall  be  admitted  into  our  Society ; nor  any  other  Perfon 
if  they  will  not  content  unto  thefe  our  Articles,  after  they  have  been  with  us 
one  or  two  Nights  for  a Tryal.  VII)  Seventhly.  No  Perfon  fhall  break  off 
from  us,  and  leave  our  Society,  after  their  Names  are  annexed,  except  that 
first  he  declares  his  Reafon  for  the  fame,  unto  our  Satisfaction;  provided  he 
be  not  disabled  by  Distemperature  of  Body,  or  be  by  Providence  removed  away 
from  us.  VIII)  Eighthly  and  Lastly.  If  it  fo  happen,  which  God  forbid,  that 
any  of  our  Society  fall  into  grofs  and  fcandilous  Sins,  whereby  the  Ways  of 
Religion  and  Godlinefs  are  fcandalized  and  reproached ; or  if  any,  after  their 
Hands  are  annexed,  break  and  violate  thefe  our  Articles,  for  the  firft  Offence 
they  shall  be  reproved,  and  if  they  ftill  continue  refractory,  for  the  fecond 
Offence  fhall  be  under  fharp  Admonition,  and  for  a third  Offence  fhall  be  totally 
expelled  our  Society.  Amen. 


[1st  Column] 

♦Bernard  Capen 
♦Jabez  Searle 
*Hopestill  Clap 
♦Jofhua  Wight 
♦William  Spoul 
*Thomas  Evans 
♦Ifaac  How 
♦John  Stiles 
♦Hopeftill  Capen 
♦Matthias  Evans 


♦Samuel  Tolman 
♦Daniel  Tolman 
♦James  White 
♦Abraham  How 
♦John  Henfhaw 
♦Richard  Field 
♦Ebenezer  Paul 
♦John  Tolman 
♦John  White 
♦William  Trefcot 
♦John  Capen 
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♦Edward  Capen 
♦Samuel  Hall 
♦Ebenezer  Withington 
♦John  Danforth 
♦Jofeph  Topliff 
♦Samuel  Withington 
♦Jofeph  Payson 
♦John  Withington 
♦Samuel  Capen 
♦Preserved  Capen 
♦Ebenezer  Hemmenway 
♦John  Smith 
♦William  Withington 
♦Ebenezer  Topliff 
♦Abijah  Baker 
♦Nathaniel  Topliff 
♦Nathaniel  Tolman 
♦Jacob  Eliot 
♦Thomas  Hall 
♦Benjamin  Stuart 
♦Jonathan  Capen 
♦David  Tolman 
♦Ephraim  Payfon 
♦Henry  Payson 
♦Confider  Leeds 
[2nd  Column] 

♦John  Capen 
♦Edward  Payson 
♦John  Blake 
♦Jofiah  Blake 
♦George  Payson 
♦Stephen  Williams 
♦Richard  Hall 
♦Jonathan  Payson 
♦Jofeph  Weeks 
♦Purchafe  Capen 
♦John  Tolmau 
Thomas  Randal 
♦Samuel  Capen 
♦Ebenezer  Weeks 
♦John  Robinfon 
♦Aquilla  Tolman 
♦Henry  Leadbetter 
♦John  White 
♦Jonas  Tolman 
Jofeph  Yiles 
♦James  Trott 
James  Andrews 
Richard  Smith 
Benjamin  Smith 
♦Hopeftill  Withington 
♦Ebenezer  Bird 
Samuel  Hayward 
♦Naphthali  Pierce 
Samuel  How 
♦Jofhna  Severs 
♦Thomas  How 
♦John  Clap 
♦Matthias  Evans 
♦Edward  White 
♦James  Baker 
♦Timothy  Fofter 
Daniel  Tolman 
♦Elijah  Tolman 
♦David  Trott 


Jolinfon  Tolman 
Abijah  White 
Ebenezer  Tolman 
♦Samuel  Hall 
♦Defire  Tolman 
♦Thomas  Fofter 
♦Thomas  Baker 
[3rd  column] 

Thomas  Clap 
Joseph  How 
Ebenezer  Topliff 
♦Samuel  Withington 
Elijah  Baker 
Ebenezer  Ball 
♦Samuel  Sever 
♦James  How 
♦William  Tolman 
♦Stephen  Jones 
Jofiah  Tolman 
John  Evans 
♦Robert  Capen 
♦John  Spur 
George  Baker 
♦Robert  Larmon 
♦Thomas  Kilton 
William  Marion 
Ambrose  Talbut 
♦Solomon  Kilton 
Ifaac  Humphry 
Samuel  Dinfman 
Samuel  Capen 
Samuel  Topliff 
♦John  Robinfon 
♦Ebenezer  Pierce 
Bernard  Capen 
Benjamin  Badcock 
Job  Staples 
Simeon  Tupper 
Jonathan  Payson 
♦Joseph  Weeks 
Benjamin  Lyon 
Jonathan  Davenport 
Benjamin  Talbut 
♦Joseph  Trefcott 
♦John  Foster 
Thomas  Leeds 
Jonathan  Trefcot 
Abraham  Wheeler 
Samuel  How 
John  Tolman 
Jofeph  Capen 
Samuel  Pierce 
Paul  Hall 
♦Edward  Breck 
[4th  column] 

Jonathan  Leeds 
Ezekiel  Tolman 
Samuel  Tolman 
Ebenezer  Blake 
Hopeftill  Hall 
Alexander  Glover 
John  Pierce 
Elijah  Tolman 
Jonas  Tolman 
John  How 
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Edward  Glover 
♦Joseph  Turner 
Ebenezer  Jones 
Ebenezer  Tolman 
Thomas  Davenport 
♦Ambrose  Davenport 
♦Abraham  How 
John  Baker  junr 
Abijah  White  junr 
Samuel  Henfhaw 
Jofeph  Badcock 
Samuel  Jones 
Samuel  Withington,  3d 
Richard  Hall  junr 
Jonathan  Pierce 
Defire  Tolman 
Ebenezer  Davenport 
Jofeph  Davenport 
♦Joseph  Blake 
Henry  Morts 
William  King  junr 
John  Henfhaw 


Thomas  Pierce 
Ebenezer  Pierce 
Edward  Prefton 
John  Preston  jun 
♦Daniel  Bird 
William  Pierce 
George  Reading 
George  Payson 
♦David  Pratt 
James  Tileston 
Daniel  Withington 
Samuel  Capen 
John  Lemest 
Stephen  Hearsey 
Jonathan  Leeds 
Phinehas  Withington 
Geo  Manning 

Ebenezer 

Stephen  Evans 
Edwd  W Baxter 
[6th  column] 

Michal  Shaller 


♦Benjamin  Dickerman 

John  How 

Increafe  Toleman 

Samuel  Pierce  Jun 

Joseph  Clap  Junr 

♦Eliakim  Buckman 

Jonathan  Blake 

George  Stand 

♦Jofhua  Williams 

Samuel  Wheeler 

Jofhua  Wales 

Lewis  Withington 

Edward  Fofter 

John  Robinson 

Seth  Blake 

Benjamin  Jacobs 

Ebenezer  Withington 

Samuel  Glover 

Ebenezer  Capen 

William  Wales 

Stephen  Jones 

Ephraim  Dauenport 

Samuel  Adams 

Jonas  Tolman 

George  Vose 

John  Tolman 

James  Pierce 

Ezekiel  Tolman 

i column] 

James  Holden 

Nathaniel  Swift 

William  Tolman 

James  Blake  junr 

Enos  Withington 

Ifaac  How 

George  How 

om  here  on  the  names  are  auto- 

Sam1 Topliff  junr 

graphs.] 

Elisha  Tolman 

Daniel  Wiswall 

Abraham  How  Junr 

Philip  Withington 

John  Davenport 

Jofeph  Lovel 

John  White  junr 

♦Isaac  Dauenport 

Lemuel  Tolman 

Thomas  Phillips 

Rufus  Kilton 

George  Minot 

Ebenr  Tolman  3d 

Nathaniel  Glover 

Samuel  Clap  3d 

Thomas  Baker 

Nathaniel  Tolman 

Peter  Niles 

John  Dickerman 

Mather  Withington 

Benjamin  Pierce  Jur 

Nathaniel  Topliff 

Enos  Blake  Jur 

George  Davenport 

Daniel  Davenport 

Pelatiah  hall 

Nathaniel  Minott 

Lemuel  Crane 

Samuel  White 

William  Yose  junr 

Moses  Tolman 

Samuel  Davenport 

Tho®  I.  Tolman 

Joseph  Weeks  Withington 

[7th  column] 

Reuben  Torrey 

Alexander  Leeds 

Edward  Robinfon 

John  Ayres 

James  Lewis 

Andrew  Mackintosh 

Thomas  Tolman 

Abraham  Wheeler 

Jonathan  Wiswall 

Edmund  Smith 

Lemuel  Pierce 

Joseph  Arnold 
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John  Leeds  Jr 
Ebenezer  Tileston 
Stephen  Tolman 
Isaac  Howe  Junr 
James  Leeds 
W,n  Holden  Junr 
John  Peirce 
Henry  Withington 
Nath1  Swift  Jun 
Jofeph  Howe 
Samuel  Howe  Junr 
Jeremiah  Evans 
Jonathan  Pierce 
Joseph  Tolmans 
Sherod  Man 
Samuel  Haws 
Joseph  Howe 
Samuel  Thacher 
Edward  Foster 
Phinehas  Withington 
Samuel  B.  Pierce 
William  Swift 
John  Foster 
David  Peirce 
John  Smith 
Edward  Moies 
Jofeph  Foard 
Charles  Foard 
Stillman  Lothrop 
Isaac  Clapp 
Timy  Foster 
Lewis  Pierce 
[8th  column] 

John  C Philipes 
James  Withington 
William  Richardson 
Thomas  Tolman 
Henry  Lyon 
Isaac  Davenport 
Joseph  Foster 
Jacob  Howe 
William  Jacobs 
Ezekiel  Thayer 
Atwood  Litchfield 
Sam1  H.  Tolman 


1809  [in  pencil] 

James  Clap 
Leonard  Withington 
Samuel  Page 
Richard  Coun 
Peter  Blake 
Elijah  I Jones 
John  Seaverns 
Paul  Perry 
William  S.  Williams 
Jeremiah  S B Blake 
Josiah  Codding 
Cyrhas  Houghton 
John  Tolman  Junr 
Wm  Hammond 
Ebenr  W Withington 
Seth  Tillson 
Fisher  Holmes 
1834 

Daniel  Leeds 
John  C.  Clapp 
Caleb  Hill 
Edward  Jones  Jr 
George  Leeds 
James  C.  Sharp 
Wm  R.  Bradford 
David  Baker 
[9th  column] 

Josiah  Davenport 
James  Semple 
Seth  H.  Ford 
Benjamin  Farington 
William  Adams 
Elbridge  G McElroy 
Theodore  Cary 
Eliphalet  Stone 
Charles  B.  Adams 
Edw  Lemist 
William  L Wilcox 
Henry  H.  Penniman 
N N Gleason 
James  O.  Clapp 


[Filed-] 

Young  Mens  names 


